
A Lion’s Life
By: Clare M

In order to celebrate Valentine's
Day this year, the 6th graders

have produced a very special issue
designated to this heart-themed

holiday. From expressing your love
to your family members to

wearing so much red and pink, to
even passing out creative

valentine’s day cards to your
classmates that spark your

favorite activities/interests, we
all can't get enough of this

february season!
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     The Conference room is everything that it lives
up to be. It’s main purpose is for teachers to have

important meetings. It’s other purpose is for Lions
Pride groups to meet with Ms. Read. The conference

room has many other purposes, but its main use is
for having meetings. Inside the conference room is

a T.V., a white board, a wooden table and comfy
chairs that spin. The conference room is quite the

ideal place for meetings. It is located in the hallway
next to Ms. Read’s office. I hope you learned

something new about this room and  enjoyed this
article! 

What is it like to be in there?
By: Lily R  
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     Have you ever wondered what it’s like to be in one of the many rooms
where students can’t go? Well recently some of my classmates including
myself have gotten to go in these rooms to learn more about them. If you

want to learn more about these rooms there will be more in the next
issue. In this article will only be focusing on the conference room.  

What is it like to be in the Conference Room? 
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Here’s a little sneak peak of Mysteries of Spring
Ave. In the next newspaper you will be able to

read all about Spring Ave, and the secrets they’re
trying to keep from you. Here’s the description...

From the trapdoors in the hallways, to the
secrets in the boiler room, and all the weird

storage rooms, coming out next issue, you will
find the mind twisting, jaw dropping secrets of

Spring Avenue! 

Mysteries of
Spring Ave

By: Alice K, Cate R, Charlie W, Cooper D. Jack V, Kaia K, Luke L,
Nathan R, and Timmy N.
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Favorite Shoe Brand
 

Mrs Kay: L’Artiste

Mrs Panice: Hokas

Mrs Podgorski: Hokas  

Mrs Wieland: Asics

Mrs Manganiello:  Nike

Mrs. Musillami: Adidas  

  

Ms. Marek: TOMS

Mrs. Bato: Lulu And Hoka 

Mrs. Polich: Nike

Mrs Colten: Nike Or Nobles

Mrs Jones: UGG  

Mrs read: Stuart Weitzman

Ms Keiler:Nike

  

By Cate R and Natalie N 
Mrs. Fuller: Hokas

Miss Melone: UGG

Mrs. Stang: Birkenstocks

Mrs. Tobin: Birkenstocks

Mr. Kratt: Adidas 

Ms. Eck: On Clouds

Mrs. Wanta: Hoka

Ms. Quinn: Nike

Ms. Arreguin: Adidas

 Ms. Dickerson:Merrell  

Mrs. Walsh: Vans 

 Ms. Fornaro: Tevas

 Mrs. Rybakowski: Nike

Mrs. Mindy: Brooks

 Ms.Maloney: Amazon  

Mrs. Milani: Taos

Mrs. Dahlin: Nike 



1) Q: Where and when were you born?
2) Q: Did you accomplish any

academic achievements 
throughout your school years, if so

what were they?
3) Q: When did you get your degree in

teaching? What
were some of the challenges you

struggled with?
4) Q: Who are the people in your

family?
5) Q: How long have you been teaching

at Spring Ave
for, did you teach any other grades

besides 4th?
Bonus Question!:

1) Q: What was your favorite
vacation? What made it the best?

MRS.MRS.WANTAWANTA
Q & A with...

By: Clare M
1) : A: I was born in Grand Rapids,

Michigan on June 3rd.
2) A: I was in the National Honor
Society in High School. I earned a
scholarship from the local women’s

club.
3) A: I got my teaching certificate in
1997. My biggest challenge was time
management which was finding time

to get all my work done.
4) A: My husband Mark, my oldest
son Joel and my youngest son, Colin
5) A: This is my 15th year at Spring
Avenue. I used to teach 6th grade

before I moved to fourth.
Bonus Question!:

2) A: My favorite vacation was a
Disney Cruise. We went with friends

and I liked exploring the islands.



Ms. Fornaro: Daylight
Mrs. Fuller: Cruel Summer
Mrs. Wanta: London Boy
Mr. Kratt: Cruel Summer
Mrs. Kay: Cruel Summer

Mr. Wilkinson: You Need To Calm Down
Dr. Ganan: Cruel Summer

Ms. Lily: Lover
Ms. Marek: The Man

Mrs. Melone: Cruel Summer
Ms. Wagner: London Boy

Mrs. Musillami: Cruel Summer
Ms. Eck: Cornelia Street

Ms. Palabrica: Paper Rings

What is your favorite song from
the Taylor Swift album Lover?

By: Clare M, Sofia D, Elise D and Meghan K

A Valentines Day Special



Favorite color is yellow

They have 1 pet

Played Softball, Gymnastics, Soccer, and
Running

Has 2 brothers

Their favorite grade growing up was 4th grade

Their favorite artist is Taylor Swift

Their favorite subject to teach is Math

Favorite season is Fall

By Cece M, Venice B, and Natalie N

Answer: Ms. Fornaro
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By: Grace D
Guess the teacher

1. i am left handed
2. I played field hockey when I was a kid 

3. I love to surf
4. I am from New Jersey

5. I have a Golden Retriever

Who am I?

My Family used to own an ice cream shop 1.
2. This is my third Year teaching at Spring Ave

3. I’m from Michigan
4. I work at a camp in the summer

5. I speak a foreign language

Teacher #1

Teacher #2

WHO AM I?  
Answers on page 37
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Guess the Teacher's Childhood Photos
By: Clare M, Sofia D, Elise D, and Meghan K.

 11 NEW PICTURES EVERY MONTH!

Answers on page 37
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Guess the Teacher's Childhood Photos
By: Clare M, Sofia D, Elise D, and Meghan K.

**11 NEW PICTURES EVERY MONTH!
PT. 2

Answers on page 37



Top 3 NHL Players

Connor Bedard is without question one of the best hockey players ever. Bedard is in his
rookie season of the NHL and already has Hall of Famer Wayne Gretzky impressed by his
performance. On December 23, 2023, Bedard did one of the most impressive things in hockey,
he scored a Michigan goal. A Michigan goal is achieved by lifting the puck onto your stick
behind the goal and coming around to the front and tossing it off your stick and into the net.
Connor Bedard is the heavy favorite to win the Calder Cup (the award for being the best
rookie player in the NHL) despite having fractured his jaw. Bedard currently has, (as of
January 29, 2024) a 65 percent win rate for the trophy. He also has a 3 year rookie contract
with the Chicago Blackhawks, but (fingers crossed) his contract gets extended further.
Hopefully within the next couple of years the Blackhawks will win another Stanley Cup
trophy; and with Bedard this may not be such a wild idea anymore. 
Here are some stats on Bedard:

By: Lucien D and Nathan R

Alexander Ovechkin is 38 years old and is the captain for the Washington
Capitals. He is chasing Wayne Gretzky for the most goals in NHL history

(Gretzky has 894 goals). A really cool fact is that Ovechkin keeps the sticks
he’s used to record each milestone behind glass in his Virginian basement,
and has a mannequin wearing every piece of equipment he had on when

he scored his 500th career goal. Here are Ovechkin's career stats.
.

Those are some great stats. The highlight of his career is when he fell and
did a barrel roll on the ice and shot the puck and scored. The funny thing is
that the coach of the other team was Wayne Gretzky. He is one of the best

NHL players of all time. 

1

2

3

Connor McDavid is 100% the best player in the NHL. He was the
number one overall pick in the 2015 NHL draft. He was born on
January 13th, 1997. He is the captain of the Edmonton Oilers. He 
has 323 goals, 594 assists, and 917 points in 612 games played. One
of his  best goals is when he juked all of the players on the New
York Rangers. He is a 7 time all star. But the sad thing is he has
never won a Stanley cup. 

Pretty impressive stats for a player still in his rookie season. Being such a good player, is he also a
good teammate? The answer to that is yes. In fact, Bedard even tries to be humble about his skills, and
help his teammates in games. Unlike some other sports, hockey requires you to be a team player and
Connor Bedard is exactly that. This is why he is number three on the list. (Unfortunately he did break
his jaw, but is expected to be back on the ice in 6-8 weeks. Fingers crossed!)

Connor Bedard

Connor McDavid

Alex Ovechkin

as of right now...



Taylor Swift, the

legendary pop artist

that has made history

every since she signed  a

music publishing deal with

Song/ATV at the age of 14

and later producing a

show stopping first

album, (Taylor Swift) has

has been the biggest

show lately cheering on

Travis Kelce, on the

Kansas City Chiefs.

Donning red and white  

outfits (And even showing

up in black- which fans

immediately assumed

was because of the soon-

to- be arrival of Taylor’s

Version Reputation) and

the classic red lip, fans

couldn’t help but wonder

when her next debut

would be....

Taylor Swift- Biggest Chiefs

Fan

The biast topic that everyone seems to obsess over...

By: Clare M

And it was a showstopper! Her next appearance was on Superbowl

Sunday. Taylor had even had an Era’s Tour in Tokyo on Saturday,

February 10th, 6PM (Tokyo time) a day before the scheduled

game.Taylor was dressed to impress, donning a Dian Lee corset top,,  

rhinestone slitted jeans and custom earrings from Jacquie

Aiche.Surprisingly she was spotted with Ice Spice and Blake Lively

rather then Brittany Mahomes, which friendship became next level

after the two were catched back in September 2023, kicking off

there friendship. 

“Happiness and confidence are

the prettiest thing you can

wear”



Boba places in/near LaGrangeGood or Bad?

uni uni lagrange

boba heaven

Uni Uni, a boba store in LaGrange
that opened on  Friday January

5th 2024.. The newly opened
store is decorated with pastel
paintings and cute little tables.
The bubble tea is phenomenal

with lots of tea flavors and
bubble flavors as well as other

seasonal things. Another cool
thing is you can see what they
are doing to make your drinks!

Overall I give Uni Uni a 10/10.

This store has such a cute
interior. The store has little boba
squishmallows on shelves and a

mural on the wall. There are
two doors on either side making

it easy to get in and out. They
also have a stamp card to use!

The flavors are so good and the
chewiness varies perfectly.

They also have very colorful
straws! I give Boba Heaven a

9/10 because you cannot watch
the process but it is very good.

By: Aika K



LaGrange Theaters
By: Clare MIf you are ever looking for a

movie theater; LaGrange
theaters in downtown

lagrange is definitely the
one that will meet above
your desires! First, you are
introduced to extremely

friendly staff that even offer
you mints once the movie

ends. Second; you don’t
have to worry about having
to buy another drink once
you finish it; there never-
ending refills that sustain
you until the movie ends.

Third; satisfaction from their
customers is key at

Lagrange theaters; relax on
reclining chairs that change

the temperature of your
seat and are perfect for any

occasion. 

Spring Ave Elementary School

Theater

overall the sensation of
coziness and

exhilaration always
brings you back to
Lagrange theaters;

where you can let go
of anything that came
before and turn your

attention to the film in
front of you.
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od
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Recomendations 

K-2

3-4

By: Alice K



Note Font Ideas
By: Kaia K and Alice K

Bubble lettering

Half block

Shadow letters

A mix!



By: Clare M and Kaia K
color combos, popular brands, and

great ideas!

aquamarine and blush

Pen/ Marker 
Brands

BrainstormColor Combos:

Journaling Ideas

lagoon and slate 

indigo and salmon 

sage and pear

Recipes
Schedules

Lists 
(to do, bucket,

check, wish, e,t,c,)
Free Writing-

stories,
prompts
Gratitude  
Remindersamethyst and powder blue

which
color

combo
is your

favorite?



Sift the flour, corn starch, salt, and baking powder in
a large bowl. Whisk to combine and set aside. Beat

the butter and sugar until it is light and fluffy, then
add the eggs one at a time.

1.

2. Stir the flour in, making sure to add in several batches.
Once combined cover with plastic and chill in the

refrigerator for at least two hours.
Roll out the cold dough in small batches, It warms up

quickly! You can roll out between two sheets of plastic
wrap if you’re worried about the dough getting too sticky

to release.

3. Cut into heart shapes with a cookie cutter. If you do
not have any heart-shaped cookie cutters just cut one

out of paper and trace around it with a pin or small knife.
Lay on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. Bake

at 375F for 5 minutes, rotate the tray and bake
additional 3-6 minutes depending on the size, thickness

and desired crisp.

4. Allow time to cool on a rack while you whip up some
royal icing.

Sift the powdered sugar into a bowl. In a separate bowl
beat the egg whites and add the cream of tartar once

they become frothy.
Add the sugar in 3-4 batches and mix at low speed.

Once combined, separate into batches and add the water
until desired flooding consistency is reached to some of

the batches. Stir in the food coloring.
Decorate as desired!

Valentines Day Sugar Cookies
By: Kaia K and Clare M
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**this 5- star recipe is from Preppy Kitchen

DirectionsIngredients
For the Cookies:
▢1 1/2 cups softened

butter unsalted
▢2 cups white sugar

▢4 eggs
▢1 tsp vanilla extract
▢5 cups all-purpose

flour
▢1/2 cup corn starch
▢1 tsp salt

▢1 tsp baking powder
For the Icing:
▢2 egg whites

▢1 lb confectioner's
sugar

▢1/4 tsp cream of tartar
▢2-4 tsp water
▢Food coloring



What is your Valentine's Name?
By: Clare M and Cate R

A: Arrow                  

B: Box of Chocolates      

C: Cupid

D: Darling

E: Emotion 

F: February

G: Greeting

H: Homemade Cards

I: Inspire

J: Jewels

K: Kindness

L: Love

M: Memory

N: Note

O: Only One

P: Poem

Q: Quote

R: Rose

S: Sweet Heart

T: Tulips

U: Unity

V: Valentine 

W: Wish

X:  XOXO

Y: You+Me

Z: AmaZing 



Unscramble It 
Valentines Day Addition 

1.vloe 2.ydcan
3.dksinsen

4.vlaestenin
5.aolheotcc

6. NsIat VLanenite
Answers on page 37  

By Cate R & Alex B 



Answers on page 37



KINDERGARTENKINDERGARTEN

Sound it out and match the rhyme 

By: Alex B

HINT: Count the pink hearts 

answers on page 37



From Mashup
Math 

Math Puzzles
By: Alex B

5th Grade

2nd Grade

Answers on Pg
37
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Emoji Math
By Grace D

+ = 4

= 6

+ = 12

= ?+
Answers on page 37



SPRING AVE
crossword puzzle

1

By: Eli R

(1) The road to our school

2

3

4

5

(2) A place to learn

(5) what to do with a book

(3) AN educator
(4) A subject that starts with “M”

(6) a big cat

6

Answers on page 43



Book Recommendations!
By Lily R & alex b

Warriors - The Warriors books are a bestselling series written by Erin Hunter. These books are all
about wild cats who go on a series of adventures and face many hardships along the way. These
cats were born with bravery and courage in their hearts, and are never afraid to spring into battle
to defend their territory.

If you read these books and enjoy them then I recommend reading Erin Hunter’s other series that
are shown below.

Seekers
Survivors
Bamboo Kingdom (Do not have at School Library)

Other book recommendations by similar authors -
Foxcraft
The Familiars

      

4th - 6th Book Recommendations:

K - 1st Book Recommendations:

Spring Ave Elementary School

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library - This book is the first of six with a seventh on the way.
Kyle Keeley wins a very special spot to be one of the first twelve kids in the
library for an night of fun, food, and tons of games. When morning comes, the
doors to the library don’t open. Kyle and the other winners have to solve every
puzzle to find the secret exit. This book is a mystery so you can solve the
mysteries/puzzles with Kyle and the other contestants. 

If you like Mr.Lemoncello Library, you should definitely read these other books. 
The Bad Guys series
The Magic Misfits 
The Secret Series (The Name of This Book is Secret) 
The Mysterious Benedict Society

2nd - 3rd Book Recommendations:

The Book With No Pictures - This book is a funny, silly and a
ABSOLUTELY hilarious book. It is especially fun to have a
parent or family member read it to you. This book is an absolute
joy to read and will surely make you laugh!

Here are some other books that you might like!  
 . 

The Piggy and Elephant series
The I am series
Lion Lessons by Jon Agee and other books by Jon Agee

Happy
Happy
HappyReading!

Reading!
Reading!



Our life is like a butterfly, 
We start by ourselves, leveling up.

There are social butterflies,
Among closed cocoons.

 Some never change and some do.
Butterflies are

 hope, and rebirth, 
Just like a phoenix, just like us

In hardest of times we re-energize,
 much like rebirth.

Even after we get knocked down, 
We get up. 

When making glass,
We get burned.

We get stronger 
through risks

I am human, I won't forget it,
I am like a butterfly with half a wing. 

I wish I knew way more.
perhaps I did, in another life.

Human Behavior
by Aika K

Spring Ave Elementary School



Whole Notes
by Rania Q 
 The music of                                          
whole notes,                             
not just a quarter note, 
or an eighth note, 
but a whole
They are half in so many ways
and whole in all the ways,
Half a measure in 8/8 time, 
such a complex way
to live music,
but a wonderful way
all the same.
The whole of my heart
is music,
in 4/4 time,
a simple, 
happy, way 
which I could never 
stray from.
A whole note 
Is the whole of my heart,
the whole of my life, 
a whole of everything.
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Look at the back page for more information 

By: Alex B



Dark Light
By Avery R   & Hazel M

 

In the realm of creativity, an artist's
brush strokes danced upon the
canvas, while a poet's words painted
exquisite tales. Such was the case
when 
a young poet found himself
captivated by the ethereal beauty of
light.
 With an ink pen in hand, the poet
gazed out of his window, soaking in
the sun's gentle glow. The radiant
beams wove a tapestry of colors, as
the light cascaded through the leaves
of trees, nourishing the world below.
It fascinated him how light possessed
the power to transform ordinary
moments into extraordinary ones.
 Inspired by this captivating sight,
the poet sought to encapsulate the
essence of light in a poem. He closed
his eyes and allowed his imagination
to float freely through the realms of
words and colors. The poet embraced
the challenge to express light's
delicate touch and its ability to
illuminate both the physical and
metaphysical world.

Darkness feeds on your soul
Devouring everything in its path
It encases you and everything around
it
Once its meal is done it moves on to
another 
Soon everyone around is in a endless
pit of despair 
Darkness fills the sky at night 
But you can see little circles of light
shining through the darkness
Darkness isn’t the end
Someone can guide you through it
Leading you
Helping you
You can only truly see the light
through darkness
There can’t be stars without darkness
just like there can’t be good without
bad
there can’t be plants without soil
there can’t be meat without animals
there can’t be conversation without
mouths
There can’t be light without darkness
Darkness isn’t the end...
It's the beginning 
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Quote wall
By: Everyone 

“There's always that 1% that you’re going to

do the impossible,so take that chance and build it,

make it possible, do the impossible.” -Alex B. 

‘I would have nothing if I didn’t have
you.”

 - Monsters Inc

“Education is
not the

learning of
facts, but the
training of the
mind to think” -

Albert
Einstein

“Lose your dream,

lose your mind”-

The Rolling Stones

“Destiny isn't a path that anything follows
blindly. It is always a matter of choice, and
sometimes the heart speaks loudest.” -Erin Hunter

“Your 
only 
limit 

is 
your

 mind”

“You miss 100% of the
shots you don't take.”

- Wayne Gretzky 

“Writing to me is simply  thinking
through my fingers” -Isaac Asimov

Success is the sum of

small efforts- repeated

day in and day out 

-Robert Collier

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving

forward” -Martin Luther King

“Life is 10% what happens to you
and 90% how you react to it”

Charles R. Swindoll

“Do	math”-

Alice	K.

“”I don’t want to
just survive, I
want to live” -

Wall-E

“Make everyday your
masterpiece”

John Wooden

Some people are worth melting for  -Olaf from Frozen 



Quote wall
By: Everyone   “Success is not final

failure is not fatal; It
is the courage that

counts”
-Winston Churchill

“Our thoughts, our feelings, our dreams,
  our ideas are physical in the universe.

If we picture something it adds a physical thrust
towards realization that we can put it in the universe

-Will Smith
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving

forward” -Martin Luther King

“Life isn’t how to survive
the storm; it’s about how

do dance in the rain”
-Taylor Swift

“Don’t worry about anyone else,
Just go out there and show them
what you can do.” - Monsters Inc

“To be all right implies an impossible phase.
 We hope for mostly right on the best of our

days.” 
-Alice In Wonderland

“The future belongs to
those who believe in

their dreams”
-Eleanor Roosevelt

its broken it wont stretch
-Hazel

Moving on, is a simple thing,
what it leaves behind is hard. 

-Dave Mustaine

the only thing we have to fear is
fear itself

_Franklin D Roosevelt

“Nothing is impossible. The word itself says
I’m possible”
Audrey Heffburn 

The possibilities are endless;
don’t let negativity doubt you-

Clare  

PART 2

"Feet, what do I need you for when I have
wings to fly?"-Frida Kahlo  

Is it just me who frequently 
asks herself,

 WHAT IS LIFE!?
-Rania :-)

“It’s not about what you   

do, but how you do it.”

-By Lily R
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By: Charlie
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Guess the Teacher's Childhood Photos
By: Clare M, Sofia D, Elise D, and Meghan K.

 11 NEW PICTURES EVERY MONTH!

Answers!! (PT 1)

MR. WILKINSON MS. FORNARO

MS. MAREK

MS. SUTKUS

MS. STANG

MRS. RYBS
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Guess the Teacher's Childhood Photos
By: Clare M, Sofia D, Elise D, and Meghan K.

**11 NEW PICTURES EVERY MONTH!
PT. 2

Answers!! (Pt 2)

MS.
PALABRICA

Ms.
Melone

MS. MALONEY

MR. KRATT

 Mrs. Colton





NEWSPAPER CLUB
MEMBERS:

Ms. Marek

Mrs. Musillami

Alex B. CeCe M.

Venice B. Hazel M.

Cooper D. Clare M.

Elise D. Timmy N.

Sofia D. Natalie N. 

Grace D. Rania Q.

Lucien D. Nathan R. 

Logan F. Cate R.

Alice K. Lily R.

Aika K. Eli R.

Kaia K. Avery R.

Meghan K. Jack V. 

Luke L.  Charlie W. 

Writers
Showcase

Step 4
Be a winner in the..

Spring Ave Elementary School

Writers

Sponsors

The Writers Showcase is a friendly competition that
kindergarten through 8th graders from all across the
District can enter in. You can enter all genres, poetry,

narratives or information, e.t.c (Mrs. Musillami is
partial to poetry). 

The deadline is April 12th so if you are interesting in  
being a contestant in the showcase enter soon! 

If you want to enter something go to D105.net and
follow these steps...

By Alex B

Step 1 Go to the D105 website on your chromebook or  other
at home device (ask your teacher, parent or any other

staff member for help)

Step 2
Scroll down to the bottom of the screen (D105 announcements)

to get to this link

Step 3
Click on this link then fill out the Google Form 


